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was a unanimous exclamation as to its palatable qualities.
Very little of that tin of condensed milk was employed for
its avowed purpose: the majority of the men preferred to
enjoy it in its raw condition, as it was something entirely
new to their frontier table. As a result the greater part
of the coffee and tea was drunk that morning in its black
state, relieved with sugar only, as the contents of the tin
disappeared in a far from orthodox manner.
The resistance which the rock offered was heart-rending,
The men, by superhuman effort, could make their way for-
ward only a few feet per day. Under these circumstances
the task swallowed money as remorselessly as the muskeg
absorbed dumped rock. Results proved that the con-
struction of the line along this shore for about 100 miles
was as expensive as threading the mountains, and in one
instance the price mounted to as high as ^140,000, or
$700,000, per mile, rendering.it easily one of the most
costly stretches of road ever constructed.
But though the fight offered by the rock was stern, that
presented by the muskeg was every whit as bad, though
it was of a different character. The great danger against
which the company had to contend was the creeping of
the rails. The spongy nature of the soil over which the
track was laid caused a movement of the rnetals under
the weight of a passing train. It was just as if the rails
had been laid on a mass of resilient india-rubber. The
lines would move to one side or the other and often widen
out sufficiently to permit a train to drop between them. It
was observed that as a train passed the elastic soil rose
and fell in a series of little waves, often attaining a height
of six inches, while the engineers could see the rails
moving under the passing of the train. It was quite
out of the question to spike the rails firmly to the sleepers,
since the movement was so great that the metals would
have forced themselves from their foundation. As it was,
the gangers had to overhaul the stretch of track crossing
the rnuskeg once every week. The engineer strove
Valiantly to overcome the eccentric movement of the rails,